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A005: Of the Presiding Bishop in a Unicameral General Convention

Title 1.2

Sec. 1 (a) At each General Convention the Heuse-ef Deputiesshall-eleet-one-Clerical-and
oneLayDeputy Clergy and Lay Orders, voting separately by order, shall each elect one

person from its order from each Province as members of the Jeint Nominating Committee
for the Election of the Presiding Bishop. A Deputyfrom-aparticalar Provinece-may-be
nominated only by another Deputy from the same Province, but the election of each
member of the Committee shall be by the entire membership of the House of Deputies,
with a majority of those voting necessary for election. Prior to the election, the Clerical
and Lay Deputies from each Province shall hold a caucus, at which two Clerical Deputies
and two Lay Deputies as nominees shall be seleeted-by-the-eauecus;-and-these-shall-be the
only nominees upon which the Heuse-ef Deputies Clerical and Lay Orders shall vote in
electing the members of the Jotnt Nominating Committee. The election of each such
member of the Committee shall be by the entire membership of the Clerical and Lay
Orders, with a majority of those voting necessary for election. The President-ofthe
House-of Deputies; Co-Chairs of General Convention, acting jointly and after
consultation with representatives of youth, shall appoint two persons, age 16-21, as
members of the Jeint-Nominating Committee for the Election of the Presiding Bishop.

(b) At each General Convention the Heuse Order of Bishops shall elect one Bishop from
each Province as a member of the Jeint-Nominating Committee for the Election of the
Presiding Bishop. A Bishop from a particular Province may be nominated only by
another Bishop from the same Province, but the election of each such member of the
Committee shall be by the entire membership of the Heuse Order of Bishops, with a
majority of those voting necessary for election. Prior to the election, the Bishops from
each Province shall hold a caucus, at which the caucus shall select two Bishops as
nominees shall-be-selected-by-the-eaneus, and these shall be the only nominees upon
which the Heuse Order of Bishops shall vote in electing the members of the Joint
Nominating Committee.

(c) In the event vacancies shall occur in the Jeint Nominating Committee after the
election of its members due to death, disability, resignation, or other cause within one
year of the next General Convention, the vacancies shall not be filled and the remaining
members shall constitute the Jeint Nominating Committee. In the event such vacancies
shall occur more than one year prior to the next General Convention, the Presiding

Officer-of the House-of Bishops Bishop shall appoint replacemens for Bishops and the
President-of the House-of Deputies Chief Lay and Clergy Officer shall appoint

replacements for Clerical and Lay Deputies members, in all cases from the same
Provinces as those Bishops or Lay and Clergy Deputies whose positions are being filled.
An elected or appointed member who shall not be a Deputy to the next General
Convention shall continue as a member of the Jeint Nominating Committee until the
adjournment of such next General Convention. A member of the Committee who




transfers from one Province to another or a Lay Deputy who is ordained Presbyter or
Deacon, or a Presbyter or Deacon who is consecrated a Bishop, shall not thereby become
ineligible to continue to serve on the Jeirt-Nominating Committee through the

next succeeding General Convention.

(d) The Joint Nominating Committee shall remain in office until the adjournment of the
next General Convention, at which time a new Jeint Nominating Committee shall be
elected. Members of the Committee are eligible for reelection.

(e) The Joint Nominating Committee shall develop and manage a process for soliciting
and identifying qualified nominees for the office of Presiding Bishop and for providing
the nominees to the General Convention at which a Presiding Bishop is to be elected.
The process shall include (1) providing the names of not fewer than three members of the
Heuse Order of Bishops for consideration by the Heuse-ef Bishops-and-the House-of
DPeputies General Convention in the choice of a Presiding Bishop; (2) establishing a
timely process for any bishop or deputy to express the intent to nominate any other
member of the Heuse Order of Bishops from the floor at the time the Jeint Nominating
Committee presents its nominees to the joint-sesston-of the-two-Houses General
Convention, and for each Bishop so nominated to be included in the information
distributed about the nominees; (3) providing pastoral care for each nominee bishop and
his or her family and diocese; and (4) determining and providing for transition assistance
to the Presiding Bishop and the Presiding Bishop-elect.

(f) At the General Convention at which a Presiding Bishop is to be elected, the Joint
Nominating Committee shall present to the House-of Bishops-and-the House-of Deputies
mJoint-Sesston General Convention the names of not fewer than three members of the
Heuse Order of Bishops for the consideration of the twe-Heuses General Convention in
the choice of a Presiding Bishop. At the Jeint Ssession te at which the Jeint Nominating
Committee shal presents its report, any Bishop or Deputy may nominate any other
member of the Heuse Order of Bishops for the consideration of the twe-Heuses General
Convention in the choice of a Presiding Bishop. Election of a Presiding Bishop shall be
by concurrent vote of each Order, deliberating and voting separately, from among all
such nominees. The affirmative vote of a majority of the Deputies of each Order shall be
required for the electlon of a Premdmg Blshop —aﬁd tThere may be dlscussmn of all
nominees. Com o the i sh o-byth
Heaseﬁf—Bﬂheps—ffem—ameﬂg—sueh—ﬁemmee& If the H%SQ—Gf—B—l—S—hGpS General
Convention shall find itself unable to elect a Presiding Bishop frem-ameng-sueh
nominees, another Joint-Session election process shall be held, at which additional
nominations may be received, and on the following day, election shall be by the Heuse-of
Bisheps General Conventlon from among all of the nominees- including those prev1ously
nomlnated Adfter the ol n by the § hop e re §
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(g) In the event a vacancy in the office of Presiding Bishop shall occur in the interim
between meetings of the General Convention, as-speetfted-in-the-second-paragraph-of
Artiele -Seetion3-of the-Constitutionsthe Joint the Nominating Committee shall, subjeet
to-the-said-Article;shall within forty five days of the occurrence of the Vacancy, submit
to the Seere g

the House Conyocatlon of Blshops for the its c0n51derat10n the names of not fewer than
three members of the Convocatin of Bishops for consideration by-that Heuse in the
choice of a Presiding BlShOp to fill the Vacancy, and 51mu1tane0usly thefewrth shall

Depﬂttes notlfy the Premdmg Deputy, who shall in turn n0t1fy all Lay and Clergy

Deputics. Suchreportshall-also-bereleasedto-the Church-and-seewlar press: Thercafter,
the Heuse Convocation of Bishops shall hold a special meeting ferthe-purpese-of

eleeting to elect a Presiding Bishop to fill the vacancy, and; in such election, the vote
shall be upon the nominees of the Jeint Nominating Committee and any further
nominations made by any veting member of the Heuse Convocation of Bishops. At the
special meeting the Convocation of Bishops shall, by the affirmative vote of a majority of
its members, elect a Presiding Bishop to serve until the next General Convention.
Immediately following the election by the Heuse Convocation of Bishops, the Presiding
Bishop-Elect shall certify to Secretary of the Heuse-ef Bisheps General Convention, in
writing, the results of the election. The Secretary of the General Convention shall then
promptly inform the President and Secretary of each Diocesan Standing Committee,
requesting a meeting at the earliest possible date to consider approval of the Presiding
Bishop elected by the Convocation of Bishops. The Presiding Bishop-Elect

of the General Convention shall also notify the Presiding Deputy, who shall notify all
Lay and Clergy Delegates of the results of the election. Upon receipt of the approval of a
majority of the Standing Committees of the Dioceses, the Presiding Bishop Elect shall be
declared elected.

Sec. 2. The term of office of the Presiding Bishop, when elected according to the
provisions of Article I, Section 3 of the Constitution, shall be nine years, beginning the
first day of the month of November following the close of the Convention at which the
Presiding Bishop is elected, unless attaining the age of seventy-two years before the term
shall have been completed; in that case the Presiding Bishop shall resign the office to the
General Convention whieh that occurs nearest to the date of attaining such age. At that
Convention a successor shall be elected, and shall assume office on the first day of the
month of November following the close of that Convention or immediately upon the
death, retirement, or disability of the Presiding Bishop. iexeeptthat wWhen a Presiding
Bishop has been elected by the Heuse Convocation of Bishops to fill a vacancy, as
provided for in the second paragraph of Article I, Section 3 of the Constitution, the
Presiding Bishop so elected shall take office immediately.

Sec. 3 (a) Upon the expiration of the term of office of the Presiding Bishop, the Bishop
who is elected successor shall tender to the Heuse-ef Bishops General Convention a
resignation from the Bishop's previous jurisdiction to take effect upon the date of
assuming the office of Presiding Bishop, or, upon good cause with the advice and consent




135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180

of the Advisory Committee established under the Rules of Order of the Heuse
Convocation of Bishops, not later than six months thereafter.

(b) Such resignation shall be acted upon immediately by the Heuse Order of Bishops.

Sec. 4 (a) The Presiding Bishop shall be the Chief Pastor and Primate of the Church;. and

The Presiding Bishop shall also:
(1)(a) Be charged with responsibility for leadership in initiating
and developing the policy and strategy in the Church and
speaking for the Church as to the policies, strategies and
programs authorized by the General Convention;. The Presiding
Bishop shall have primary responsibility for the execution of the program and
policies
adopted by the General Convention and the coordination, development, and
implementation of the ministry and mission of the Church.
(b) The Presiding Bishop may, if he or she deems it appropriate to carry out the
ministry and mission of the Church between sessions of General Convention,
carry
out new initiatives, with the approval of the Executive Committee.
(¢ ) The Presiding Bishop and the Church General Manager, assisted by their
respective staffs, shall be responsible for generating drafts of reports to General
Convention for review and approval by the Executive Council and for providing
information requested by Executive Council in order to discharge its
responsibilities.
(d) The Presiding Bishop shall serve as the President of the Domestic and Foreign
Missionary Society.
(e) In consultation with the Executive Council, the Presiding Bishop and the
Presiding
Deputy may appoint ad hoc task forces that include or consist solely of persons
outside the staff of DFMS., if they deem that advisable in order to best implement
the Resolutions or the work of the Church. The members of the Task Forces shall
be proposed by the Presiding Bishop and the Presiding Deputy and be approved
by Executive Council. The term of the appointments to the Task Forces shall be
no longer than three years, unless members of the Task Forces are reappointed at
the end of their term.
(2) Speak God's words to the Church and to the world, as the representative of
this Church and its episcopate in its corporate capacity;
(3) In the event of an Episcopal vacancy within a Diocese, consult with the
Ecclesiastical Authority to ensure that adequate interim Episcopal Services are
provided;
(4) Take order for the consecration of Bishops, when duly elected; and, from time
to time, assemble the Bishops of this Church to meet, either as the Hoeuse
Convocation of Bishops or as-a-Ceunetl-of Bishops otherwise, and set the time
and place of such meetings;
(5) Pre51de over meetlngs of the House Order or Convocatlon of Blshops and;

; : v 1; have the
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right of calling for a meeting of General Convention prestding-oversach-Sesston,
of ealling for such-Joint-Sesston; of recommending legislation to either House the
General Convention; and;-upen-due-notification;-of-appearing before-and

addressing-the House-of Deputies; and whenever addressing the General
Convention upon the state of the Church, it shall be incumbent upon beth-Heuses

the General Convention thereef to consider and-aet-upen any recommendations
contained in such address;

(6) Visit every Diocese of this Church for the purpose of: (1) Holding pastoral
consultations with the Bishop or Bishops thereof and, with their advice, with the
Lay and Clerical leaders of the jurisdiction; (ii) Preaching the Word; and (iii)
Celebrating the Holy Eucharist.

(b) The Presiding Bishop shall report annually to the Church, and may, from time to time,
issue Pastoral Letters.

(c) The Pres1d1ng Blshop shall perform such other functlons as shall be prescrlbed in

Sec. 65. The stipends of the Presiding Bishop and such personal assistants as may be
necessary during the Presiding Bishop's term of office for the effective performance of
the duties, and the necessary expenses of that office, shall be fixed by the General
Convention and shall be provided for in the budget to be submitted by the

Treasurer, as provided in the Canon entitled, "Of the General Convention."

Sec. 7 6. In the event of the disability of the Presiding Bishop, the Bishop who, according
to the Rules of the Heuse Order of Bishops, becomes its Presiding Officer, shall be
substituted for the Presiding Bishop for all the purposes of these Canons, except the
Canons entitled, "Of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society," and

"Of the Executive Council."

Sec. & 7. Upon the acceptance of the Presiding Bishop's resignation for reasons of
disability prior to the expiration of the term of office, the Presiding Bishop may be
granted, in addition to whatever allowance may be received from The Church Pension
Fund, a disability allowance to be paid by the Treasurer of the General Convention in an
amount to be fixed by the Jeint Standing Committee on Program, Budget, and Finance,
and ratified at the next regular meeting of the General Convention.



