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A007: Canonical Implementation of a Unicameral General Convention
Title I.1.1

Sec. 1 (a) At the time and place appointed for the meeting of the General Convention, the
Presiding Bishop or the Presiding Deputy, President-of the House-ef Deputies;-or,+f
absent;-the-Viee-President-of the Hoeuse; or, if there be neither, a presiding officer pro
tempore appointed by the members of the Heuse-ef Deputies Order of Bishops en-the
Joint-Committee-of Arrangementsfor the-General Convention, shall call to order the
members present. The Secretary, or, if absent, a Secretary pro tempore appointed by the
presiding officer, shall record the names of those whose testimonials, in due form, shall
have been presented, which record shall be prima facie evidence that the persons whose
names are therein recorded are entitled to seats. In the event that testimonials

are presented by or on behalf of persons from jurisdictions which have not previously
been represented in a General Convention, then the Secretary, or one appointed instead as
provided herein, shall proceed as provided in Clause (c). If there be a quorum present, the
Secretary shall so certlfy, and the Heuse pre51d1ng ofﬁcer shall preeeed—te«argamzeJey

teseel%e{eeﬁeﬁ—Upeﬂ—seeHe{eeﬁeﬁ—ﬂ&eﬁresrdmgeefﬁeer—shaH declare the He&se
General Convention organized. H-there-be-a Any vacancy in the office of President-or
Viee-Prestdent;-the-vacaney-or-vaeanetes-presiding officer shall then be filled by election,

by ballot, the to a term ef-any-efficerso-elected-to-continue-untid expiring upon the
adJ ournment of the General Conventlon As—seeﬁ—as—s&eh—vaeaﬂeres—are—ﬁﬂed—the

(b) The Presiding Bishop shall be elected by the General Convention and shall serve as
a Co-Chair of General Convention. The term of the Presiding Bishop shall be as set
forth in the applicable Canon. The Presiding Bishop shall be elected by the General
Convention in the manner herein set forth not later than the fourth day of the regular
meeting of the General Convention following which his or her term expires. The
Presiding Bishop shall take office at the adjournment of the regular meeting at which
he or she is elected.

(bc) Fhereshall-be-aPresident-and-a-Viee-President-of the House

of Peputies; The General Convention shall also elect a Presiding Deputy and an Assistant
Presiding Deputy from the Lay or Clergy order who shall perform the duties normally
appropriate to their respective offices or specified in these Canons. They shall be

elected not later than the seventh fourth day of each regular meeting of the

General Convention in the manner herein set forth. The Heuse-efLay and Clergy
Deputies shall elect from its their membership, by joint votes, by a majority of separate
ballots, a Presidentand-a—Viece-President Presiding Deputy and an Assistant Presiding
Deputy, who shall be of different orders. Such officers shall take office at the
adjournment of the regular meeting at which they are elected, and shall continue in
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office until the adjournment of the following regular meeting of the General Convention.
They shall be and remain ex officio members of the Heuse General Convention during
their term of office. The Presiding Deputy and the Assistant Presiding Deputy shall each
serve a term of one three year period. No person elected Presiding Deputy or Assistant
Presiding Deputy shall be eligible for more than three consecutive full terms in each
respective office. In case of resignation, death, absence, or inability;-efthe President-the
Viee-President to serve of a Presiding Deputy, the Assistant Presiding Deputy shall
perform the duties of the office until the adjournment of the next meeting of the General
Convention. In case of resignation, death, absence, or inability of the Vice-President
Assistant Presiding Deputy, the President Presiding Deputy shall appoint a Deputy of the

opposite order, upon the advice and consent of the lay persons, presbyters and deacons of
the Executive Council, who shall serve until the adjournment of the next meeting of the

General Conventlon JEhe—Pfes&dei%sha}kbe—&&ﬂ&emed%e—appem—Adwsew—Geﬁﬂeﬂ

(d) The Presiding Bishop and the Presiding Deputy shall alternate presiding at sessions
(i.e., morning, afternoon, evening) of the General Convention. The Presiding Bishop shall
preside at the first session of each General Convention. The Presiding Bishop and the
Presiding Deputy shall perform the duties normally appropriate to their respective offices
or specified in these Canons. The Presiding Bishop and the Presiding Deputy are
sometimes referred to as the Presiding Officers.

(e) Each of the Presiding Officers shall be authorized to appoint a Council of Advice for
consultation and advice in the performance of the duties of his or her offices. Each of the
Presiding Officers may also appoint a Chancellor, a confirmed adult communicant of the
Church in good standing who is learned in both ecclesiastical and secular law, to serve so
long as each Presiding Officer may desire, as counselor in matters relating to the
discharge of the responsibilities of his or her office.

(ef) In-erder tTo aid the Secretary in preparing the record specified in Clause (a), it shall
be the duty of the Secretary of the Convention of every Diocese to forward to the
Secretary of the House-ef Deputies General Convention, as soon as may be practicable, a
copy of the latest Journal of the Diocesan Convention, together with a certified copy of
the testimonials of members-aforesaid the election of (the) diocese’s Deputies and
Alternate Deputies;-and-a-duphicate-copy-of such-testimontals. Where testimonials are
received for persons from jurisdictions which have not previously been represented in
General Convention, the Secretary shall ascertain that the applicable provisions of Article
V, Section 1, of the Constitution have been complied with prior to such persons being
permitted to take their seats in the Heuse General Convention.

(dg) The Secretary shall keep full minutes of the proceedings of the Heuse General
Convention; record them, with all reports, in a book provided for that purpose; preserve
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the Journals and Records of the Heuse General Convention; deliver-them-to-the Registrar;
as-hereinafter provided file them in the Archives; and perform such other duties as may
be directed by the Heuse General Convention. The Secretary may, with the approval of
the Heuse General Convention, appoint Assistant Secretaries, and the Secretary and
Assistant Secretaries shall continue in office until the organization of the next regular
meeting of the General Convention, and until their successors be chosen.

(eh) It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Heuse-ef Deputies General Convention,

whenever any alteration of the Book of Common Prayer or of the Constitution is
proposed, or any other subject submitted to the consideration of the several Diocesan
Conventions, to give notice thereof to the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Church and the

Secretary of the Convention # of every Bdiocese;. as-wel-as-to-the-Seeretary-ofthe

Seeretary's-certificatesto-bereturned. The Secretary shall notify all diocesan Secretaries
that it is their duty to make known such proposed alterations of the Book of Common
Prayer, and of the Constitution, and such other subjects, to the Conventions of their
respective Ddioceses at their next meeting, and to certify to the Secretary of the House-ef
Peputies General Convention that such action has been taken.

(f1) The Secretary and the Treasurer of the Heuse-ef Deputies General Convention and
the-Freasurer-of the-General-Convention shall be entitled to seats upon the floor of

the Hoeuse General Convention, and, with the consent of the President presiding officer,
they may speak on the subjects of their respective offices.

(1) If, during recess, a vacancy shall occur in the office of Secretary of the House-of
Deputies General Convention, the duties thereof shall devolve upon the First Assistant
Secretary, or, if there be none such, upon a Secretary pro tempore appointed by the
President-of-the House pre51d1ng ofﬁcers actlng 101nt1y or-ifthe-officc-of President-be
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(3k) At every regular meeting of the General Convention, the Secretary eleeted-by-the
Hease@f—Depu—&es shallJeyLeeﬁe\meﬂ{—aeﬁe&ef—theﬁfe—Hease&ef—theGeﬁefai

hall have
respons1b1l1ty for assembhng and prlntlng of the J ournal of the General Conventlon and
for other matters specifically referred to the Secretary.

(D) Each General Convention shall function for the Church both as a legislative body
and as a mission-oriented convocation.




