PRAYERS

that may be said with a couple
following the Celebration of a Civil Partnership or Civil Marriage.
FORM ONE
For the couple

Father God, whose will it is that all people should find fullness of life in your Son,  we thank you for N and N, who have found such love and companionship in each other, that it has led them to dedicate their lives in support of one another.  Look upon them with loving kindness; strengthen their commitment and their faithfulness, their joy in one another and in you, and so guide the paths of their future that they may walk in the ways of life and peace all the days of their life.  Amen.

For their home

Heavenly Father, you gave your Son to live as part of a family in an earthly home in Nazareth.   As N and N make their home together, may your love rest upon it, and upon all those who dwell in it.  May their home be a place of security and of love, of joy and of peace, where those who live there may find strength and hope for the future, and grace in their lives, this day and forever.  Amen.
For their family and friends

Lord God, your Son lived amongst us, calling disciples to his side to become a new family in your kingdom.  As N and N make a commitment to share each other’s lives, bless all their families and friends.  As two lives and two families are drawn together, may this commitment always be a source of joy and of love;  may their friends rejoice in their joy, and support them in their sadness, and may the good news of your kingdom ever draw them onwards and upwards into that life which is your will for the world.  Amen.
FORM TWO

Almighty and everliving God: look tenderly upon N and N
Lift them up in joy in their life together.
Grant them so to love selflessly and live humbly,
that they may be to one another and to the world
a witness and a sign of your never-failing care;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, to the ages of ages.  Amen
Leader:  We pray for N and N
Lord, in your mercy
Response: Hear our prayer.

Leader:  For a spirit of loving kindness to shelter them all their days;
Lord, in your mercy
Response: Hear our prayer.

Leader:  For friends to support them and communities to enfold them;
Lord, in your mercy
Response: Hear our prayer.

Leader: For peace in their home and love in their family;
Lord, in your mercy
Response: Hear our prayer.

Leader: For the grace, when they hurt each other,
to recognise and acknowledge their fault,
and to seek each other’s forgiveness and yours;
Lord, in your mercy
Response: Hear our prayer.

Leader: For the outpouring of your love through their work and witness;
Lord, in your mercy
Response: Hear our prayer.


Most gracious God,
we praise you for the tender mercy and unfailing care
revealed to us in Jesus the Christ
and for the great joy and comfort bestowed upon us
in the gift of human love.
We give you thanks for N and N
who stand before you this day.

Pour out the abundance of your Holy Spirit upon them.
Keep them in your steadfast love;
protect them from all danger;
fill them with your wisdom and peace;
lead them in holy service to each other and the world.


